ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Bangladesh Open University is a public educational institution where open and distance learning method has been introduced as a method of learning. The university has six schools which cover multidisciplinary 24 formal and 19 non-formal programs those are from certificate to master's level program. A total of 1,74,459 learners were enrolled in 2012 at different programs.
The School of Social Sciences Humanities and Languages (SSHL) is one of the leading schools of BOU where totally 51,185 learners were enrolled in 2012. SSHL is one of the biggest and leading school of BOU, which offers three years BA/BSS program where a huge number of learners are enrolled each year. This school also offers four years Honors graduation program as well as some certificate level program like BELT, CELP, CALP. These programs facilitate the learners to extend their life and skill oriented knowledge to achieve an improved livelihood. The extensive network of this university gives it a great chance to contribute to the society in many ways. For example, working people along with the general full time students can obtain an opportunity to study for higher education acquire more educational qualification in productive sectors as here; the educational programs are effectively linked with the needs of the people, employment, and development. However, besides the advancement of socio-economic and cultural status, awareness about the occurrence of disasters in an escalating frequency in Bangladesh is now a prime concern.
Needless to say, Bangladesh is in such a geographical position, where she experiences a number of natural hazards like annual flood, heavy rainfall, cyclone and storm surge, river bank erosion, deforestation, droughts, etc. (Table 1 and Fig.1 ). The degree and frequency of these calamities has accelerated in number during the last decade as a consequence of the global climatic change and environmental deterioration of the whole country. Every one now realizes that a slight more awareness, co-operation, and motivation in the local societies will definitely decrease the rate of fatalities in any category of disaster. Taking proper safety measures and rehabilitation programs to mitigate the losses in pre and post disaster situation is the main concern of the mass people rather than cursing the fate. Unfortunately, the general people do not have adequate knowledge about disaster management strategies. This study has given emphasis on the role of the Open University of Bangladesh to develop awareness among its learners at grass-root level. The different methods of teaching like open and distance education system through variety of media like printed materials, electronic media like TV and radio, CDS and VCDS, internet, and cellular phone etc. have given a great access to Bangladesh Open University to spread the knowledge about the recent geo-environmental situation of Bangladesh to its huge number of learners and huge number of vulnerable citizen. BOU is the only educational institution which has diverse opportunities to use different types of study materials to train up the mass population about the pre and post disaster management to mitigate the total socio-economic losses in Bangladesh. The present study shows the proposed ways to train people about the natural and man-mad disaster occurring in the country and the ways forwards to integrated the disaster management strategies.
Objectives of the Study
The general objectives of this study are as follows - To educate the BOU learners on disaster management issues.  To gather specific knowledge about the characteristics and types of disaster from local people to enhance the implication of disaster management strategies.  To use the BOU's learners as a resource person to disseminate preventive methods for the local area people about the forth coming disaster.  To integrate the local area people with the policy makers for a local area participatory disaster management process.
Justification of Disaster Management Training through ODL Method
Like any other country in the world, coping with the rapidly increasing frequency of disasters necessitates an integrated disaster management strategy and action plan at individual, community, local, and national level in Bangladesh.
The disaster management experts are w emphasizing on the necessity of capacity building enhancement of the local people by changing their perception about the causes, precautions, and reduction and management strategies of disaster occurrence, as the old and traditional concept of pre & post disaster relief and rehabilitation paid no contribution towards the development process of Bangladesh. This study focuses upon the role of ODL method of teaching and learning to achieve this goal through some steps as following:
 There is a good opportunity for SSHL to develop disaster management capacity of its huge number of learners and thus create awareness among mass people through the huge network of the BOU administration.  The support of the media division of BOU is a vital way to create public awareness by educating the learners about disaster management.  Training up and educating the learners of BOU, through the ODL system will strongly contribute the mainstreaming of the grass-root level participation of the backward section of population in Bangladesh.
Concept of Disaster and Disaster Management
Before discussing the potential disaster management training and education through ODL method, some key concept about climate consequences disaster and its management should be described in a nutshell. Disaster management is a specific type of emergency management. It is an applied science, which seeks by the systematic observation and analysis of the disaster to improve measures relating to prevention, mitigation, preparedness, emergency response and recovery (Rahman, 2001 ).
Disasters
The overall disaster management procedure is performed in a cyclic procedure shown in Figure  1 .
In the disaster management procedure, disaster preparedness is the prime phase. Forecasting about the forthcoming disaster, minimize the effects of it by taking measures, to expedite emergency action, rehabilitation, and reconstruction by the people and the concerned organization, etc. is the main concern of this stage.
Secondly, disaster response means to integrate actions like warning, evacuation, search and rescue, emergency relief, trauma management, security, communication and information management, rehabilitation and reconstruction, taken by the local people and the corned authority.
Thirdly, disaster assessment reveals the socio-economic losses of the disaster affected area. The assessment includes, identification of information needed, collection of data from reliable sources, analyzing and interpreting the data, and forecasting for decision making in the report.
Fourthly, disaster mitigation encompasses all pre-disaster measures for the long-term situation. The main objective of the disaster mitigation is to reduce the impact of the disaster by training or educating the grass-root level population for enhancing the capacity to face the disaster.
This process includes measures, such as, construction of tremor resistant infrastructures, resettlement of hazard prone area, educating and training people to create professional experts, and creating public awareness, etc.
Disasters in Bangladesh
The disasters occurring in Bangladesh throughout the decades can be identified as the natural disasters, occurred in a certain season while the type of these differ depending on the location, nearness of hills, rivers, or ocean etc. On the other hand, man-made disasters are the resultants of the unplanned ignorant activities of the local inhabitants. Table: The natural and man-made disasters in the context of Bangladesh have been described for the convenience of the study the disaster of both categories has been listed in Table 1 . A spatiotemporal overview of the natural disasters which occur in Bangladesh is shown in Table 2 . Table: There are numerous man-made disasters occurring regularly in an accelerating rate in Bangladesh. Table 3 shows the spatio-temporal distribution of the different category of manmade disasters. 
